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"IN A RARE 'FLASH REPORT' (issued only a couple times a year), the EPA's inspector general
warned that ash from Philadelphia's garbage incinerators contains high levels of dioxin
that could increase the risk of human cancer...The report, sharply criticizing EPA Region
III in Philadelphia for understating the dioxin content of the ash,was ...dated Oct. 5...
EPA's review reporting the higher dioxin levels was prepared by David Tanner, chief of the
special review unit in the inspector general's office in Washington, DC...The report
estimated dioxin levels in Philadelphia ash as high and perhaps higher than the contaminat-
ed soil at Times Beach, Mo, which caused the federal government to evacuate hundreds of
families in 1983...The report's 'worst case' estimates for dioxin content in the
Philadelphia ash was 217 ppb for fly ash emissions from the incinerator stack, 18ppb for
bottom ash from inside the incinerator, and 25.2 ppb for combined ash. The 'better
estimates' were respectively, 37.5 ppb, 3.0 ppb, and 4.7 ppb...the EPA Inspector General
(John C. Martin) faulted the earlier Region III report for understating dioxin reports...
The report concluded, based on the planned use of 250,000 tons of ash, 'that hundreds of
thousands of pounds of metals and chemicals may be introduced into the Pamamanian wetlands,
including as much as 1,800 pounds of arsenic, 16,700 pounds of chromium, 500 pounds of 
cyanide, 435,000 pounds of lead, and 200  pounds of mercury'...The report said the
Philadelphia regional office, in reporting contamination of less than 90 parts per trillion
of 2,3,7,8-TCDD in ash stored at Philadelphia's N.W. incinerator in Roxborough, ignored a
later report by a private EPA contractor showing readings averaging 600 ppt...Philadelphia
officials had cited the lower Region III dioxin figures as evidence to Panama that the ash
was environmentally safe...Residents near the Roxborough incinerator in N.W. Philadelphia
said their parked cars are frequently .covered with fly ash from the incinerator stack and
blowing ash from the pile of more than 100 tons of ash stored at the site. Another 30 tons
of ash, stored.at a South Philadelphia dock on the Delaware River for shipment for Panama,
prompted complaints from nearby employers that blowing ash was making their employees ill
...Since cancellation of the Panama contract, Philadelphia has contracted with a private
firm to truck some of the ash to landfills in Ohio and West Virginia for disposal."
Environment Reporter, 10-30-87, p. 1623-1625. 	 Philadelphia's Department of Sanitation
has told us they conducted their own tests on the ash and concluded that the Philadelphia
incinerator ash is not hazardous and that it contracts out the responsibility for ash
disposal. The contracts have a confidentiality clause that informs the city's legal
counsel where the contractor plans to dispose of the ash, but it is difficult to get the
names of the towns it is sent to because of the "competitiveness" between contractors.
As of April 11, 1988 the Khian Sea is still at port unable to discharge the ash. A two
alarm fire damaged the pier where it was to unload the ash. Joseph Paolino & Sons were
contracted by the city to dispose of the Khian Sea ash. It was the Paolino transfer
station at the pier that burned down. According to Paolino's lawyer the Khian Sea ash
"would be removed bit by bit and taken to a landfill." Philadelphia Inquirer, 3-7-88.
Note: This is the last <of. the . free._, copes of WASTE NOT, our shoestring budget can afford.

Printed on recycled paper, naturally
Archived copy from www.AmericanHealthStudies.org Page 4


