


may be Waste Management's most critical contribution to the new venture. Under the
proposed merger, Wheelabrator would be able to purchase land at Waste Management
landfills. A Henley spokesman called the land options 'exceedingly' important...Access
to Waste Management's landfills could also ease a potentially prickly environmental
problem for Wheelabrator. Critics charge that ash residues from waste-to-energy plants
contain toxic heavy metals, making them unfit to dump in ordinary landfills. - Waste
Management owns a number of landfills specially constructed to handle hazardous waste..V
Wall Street Journal, April 22, 1988, pg. 18. )

"REVIEW OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS OF SOLID WASTE INCINERATORS PROPOSED FOR LONG
ISLAND AND NEW YORK CITY." This review was commissioned by Newsday, Long Island's
largest daily newspaper, to assess the cumulative air-pollutant emissions from 13
proposed incinerators and 1 operating incinerator for the Long Island and N.,Y. City area,
Some of the conclusions: " * There are substantial differences in emission estimates
for the 14 plants. Depending on the type of pollutant, estimates vary from a factor of
two (e.g., nitrogen oxides) to a factor of 1,000 or more (e.g. cobalt). The emission
estimates should thus be taken with caution. * The methodologies and input parameters
used in four health risk assessments which were reviewed, show significant differences
regarding the number of pollutants and exposure pathways considered, as well as
regarding the parameters used to calculate thée uptake by humans., Despite the considerable
variations and uncertainties, the result, the 'maximum individual cancer risk' lies in a
surprisingly small range of 1.2 per million to 1.9 per million. The overall uncertainty
of the risk estimate is considered to be much larger than one order of magnitude. * The
cumulative emissions of dioxins and furans from the 14 plants over the next 30 years
could be 1.1 to 180 times larger than the total emissions during the 1976 accident at
the chemical plant in Seveso, Italy. * The majority of health effects are expected to be
from long distance transport of dioxin emissions into areas with milk production. The
number of cancer cases estimated via the milk pathway could well be in the hundreds and
is about 50 times larger than the estimated cases via inhalation in the study area."
Published on Nov. 30, 1987, the report is available from Bernd Franke, Institute for
Energy and Environmental Research, 6935 Laurel Avenue, Takoma Park, Maryland 20912.

Cost is $10, Tel: 301-270-5500.

NEW RECYCLING VIDEO AVATLABLE. Roger Bailey and Paul Connett have just completed a
video on the recycling program in RODMAN, N.Y. The tape explains how this rural
community of 850, confronted with a proposal to build a 1,200 acre regional landfill in
the beautiful Tug Hill area, built a recycling center next to their transfer station,
and reduced the amount of waste being sent to the landfill by a massive 70% (by volume,
not weight). Within 6 months they have nearly recouped the $9,500 capital cost for the
building. State officials told them it would take three generations before the American
people would recycle. The video is 42 minutes, costs $25, and is available from:

- 4 VIDEOACTIVE PRODUCTIONS, Box 322, Route 2, Canton,

NY 13617, tel: 315-386-8797.
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