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agreement was signed to dispose of Rutland's ash in Western N.Y. Even after the
agreement with C.I.D. Landfill in Chaffee, N.Y. was signed Rutland alderwoman Patricia
Donnelly Could not get the name of the landfill from VICON/RCSWD. For more information
contact Patricia Donnelly, 53 Piedmont Pond Road, Rutland, Vt. 05702.

"OFFICIALS AT THE ARMY BASE Fort Dix, N.J.) SHUT DOWN THE BASE'S TRASH-TO-STEAM PLANT,
believing its pollution control equipment is the most likely source for the toxic metal
entering the sewage system...Officials last year detected elevated levels of mercury 
in the sludge from the military's base's sewage treatment plant. A contractor, Mack
McKenzie Inc., applied the sludge as a fertilizer on several Burlington County farms.
The sample taken from August to October contained 200 parts per million of mercury, 20
times the concentration that is permitted to be applied to farmland...DEP officials
believe the likely culprit is the military base's trash-to-steam plant. Mercury, which
is used in some batteries and. thermometers and as preservative in paints and woods, is
rapidly vaporized in an incinerator. Vaporized metals and gases are removed from the
emissions at the Fort Dix incinerator by a 'wet scrubber', which injects a lime solution
into the emissions. The lime removes noxious gases and particles. Each day, the plant
discharges 1,500 gallons of lime solution -along with the pollutants- into the sewers.
Fort Dix officials, suspecting the incinerated batteries might be the source of the
mercury, have begun requiring base personnel to exchange old batteries before being
issued new ones." Watertown .Dailÿ Times, April 30, 1988, page 3.

PLASTICS BAN EFFECTED IN SUFFOLK COUNTY, Long Island, N.Y. County Executive Patrick
Halpin"signed legislation that will ban plastic grocery bags and many plastic food
containers in the county beginning in July 1989...The measure will not affect goods
shipped into Suffolk County packaged in plastic containers or wrapped in plastic, such
as medical supplies and packaged meats.,-The measure is believed by the plastics
industry and officials here to be the first of its kind in the nation...Roger,Bernstein,
a spokesman for the Society of the Plastic Industry, a trade association, said plastics
producers believed their products were being singled out and treated as scape-goats by
local governments desperate to solve a growing garbage crisis...The plastics banned in
the measure are polystyrene, which is also known as plastic foam, and polyvinyl chloride
which is used for plastic wrappings, and grocery bags...Those two plastics were
identified, the measure's sponsors said, because their complex chemical structure makes
them the most damaging to the environment The law prohibits the use of the two
plastics in restaurants, bars, delis, roa.side stands, grocery stores and other retail
food establishements...(Halpin) urged the plastics industry to work quickly toward
developing plastics that are biodegradabl: or easily recyclable. He threatened further
legislation limiting plastic use if manuf.cturers do not comply...Mr. Halpin said he
hoped that by delaying the law's effectiv: date until Jun 1989, there would be time to
present alternatives that 'preclude the p as tic industry from being negatively affected.

New York Imes, April 30, 1988, front page.
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