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management efforts on more modest proposals than the Vicon incinerator and avoid 'high-
cost projects, whether these are incinerators or massive landfills. For Vermont, there
are different economics at work. Our needs can be met with more appropriate technology
through sane recycling and reduction programs and appropriately sized landfills,'
Parenteau said." - (Rutland Herald, 8-25-88). "Vicon Recovery Systems listed 492
creditors and $39 million in debts in bankruptcy papers filed in U.S. Bankruptcy Court
in Newark, NJ." - (Rutland Herald, 8-26-88). "The two firms interested in buying Vicon
are KTI Holdings Inc. of Portland Maine (see Waste Not #16), and Instoria Inc.-
Providentia Ltd. of N.Y...Fred Whitridge, v.p. of Instoria, said the company had been
exploring a Vicon purchase before the bankruptcy papers were filed. Officials from
Instoria, which buys financially troubled businesses with hopes of turning them around,
were in Vermont on Monday to tour the Vicon plant and Sunderland landfill. A third
possible buyer is the Rutland County Solid Waste District." - (Sunday Eagle Times, NH,
8-28-88). (For more on the Rutland incinerator see Waste Not #'s 5 and 16).

KTI'S 600 TPD RDF PLANT SHUTS DOWN IN MAINE. "KTI Energy Inc. severed its contract with
General Electric Thursday (8-18-88) a few hours after GE had said it would stop operat-
ing the plant until noise and odor problems were solved...But in the meantime, 27
communities that take their waste to the facility must find landfills that will accept
it...KTI is the parent company of the Maine Energy Recovery Co. (MERC), which owns the
incinerator...The latest turifpf events began Thursday with reports of a threatened
walkout by employees who operate the incinerator and a request by KTI officials for
police protection to safeguard company documents. KTI charged that GE was to blame for
the noise and odor problems because it had failed to meet health and safety regulations.
Buonagura (KTI's general counsel) said GE had been asked several times to close the
plant's garage doors to prevent odors from escaping and to turn down horns and loud-
speakers at night to reduce noise...KTI called for police protection after GE employees
had threatened to walk off the job Thursday morning. GE denied any threats of a walkout
and said the company was working with the plant in an attempt to control the noise and
odors that have generated citizen complaints...A short time later, KTI announced it had
severed its five-year operations contract with GE, a move that Batty (GE spokesman in
Fairfield, CT) said his company would 'vigourously contest.' GE employees interviewed
recently by the Journal Tribune have painted a picture of confusion among upper
management and fear among employees about dangerous working conditions. One worker said
the $110 plant, which is located along the Saco River in downtown Biddeford, has been
rebuilt twice because so much of it broke down." - (Times Record, Brunswick, Maine,
8-19-88).

NEW STUDY SHOWSINCINERATOR ASH MORE DANGEROUS THAN WE REALIZED. Hazardous Waste News #92 
has done such an excellent review of "Municipal Solid Waste Composition and the Behavior
of Metals in Incinerator Ashes" (Environemntal Progress, V.7, pgs 22-30, 1988) that

Waste Not has reprinted and are enclosix}g Dr. Montague's
full review.
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