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incineration. 13 out of the 18 towns said no. In total, 607 of the voters in tﬂe'lB
towns said no. Lakehurst, Ocean County, had 452 vote yes to incineration while 450 said
no. For more information on Ocean. County contact Jean Burnett of Stop All Incineration
Now (S.A.I.N.), 715 Chesapeake Drive, Forked River, N¥ 08731, tel 609-693-8703.

MINNESOTA POLLUTION CONTROL AGENCY (MPCA) STAFF CRITICAL OF HEAVY RELIANCE ON
INCINERATION. "Twenty staff members of the MPCA have critized the state's increasingly
heavy reliance on incineration to solve its garbage problems, saying the potential
effects on public health and the environment are not fully known. In a memorandum sent
Tuesday to their boss, MPCA Commissioner Gerald Willet, the staff members said state and
county decision makers have not given enough attention to recycling, waste reduction and
other alternatives to burning garbage. Theynoted that incinerators can emit toxic wasted
such as dioxin, and that incinerator ash also contains contaminants. They stressed that,
in evaluating proposed incinerators to determine if they should receive operating
permits, the MPCA has 'placed great emphasis on the human health risks associated with
dioxin and other toxic emissions.' However, they said, 'Many envirommental effects of
pollutant emissions are incompletely understood...The bottom line is that we cannot fully
evaluate all the potential environmental impacts of many toxic pollutant sources. Given
these uncertainties, the question arises as to where the burden of proof lies...(Health)
risk assessment is not likely to provide definitive answers anytime soon, if ever'...

In the memo, the staff members charges that Minnesota's 'track record on policy and
regulation in the area of waste management has not been admirable.' They said that is
due to many factors, including 'the rapidly changing waste-management scene, legislative
inaction in areas such as container deposits, and the waste-management policy and
regulatory structure within state government.' All too often, they charged, 'There has
been insufficient study and planning for efficient waste management.'...Fourteen major
incinerators are operating, being built or planned in Minnesota,including the big plant
under construction in downtown Minneapolis under the sponsorship of the Henmepin County
Board. The first such incinerator began operating in 1982 as part of the state's
overall plan to reduce its reliance on landfills, which are a major source of ground
water contamination. 1If, as planned, all those plants are in full operation in the
early 1990's, they will burn at least half of Minnesota's municipal solid waste. 'An
even larger amount, probably 80 to 85%, of the garbage generated in the seven—county
Twin Citys metropolitan area will be incinerated. According to MPCA staff members,
Minnesota will then have a heavier per-capita reliance on garbage incineration than any
other state...the Hennepin County Board gave preliminary approval on a 4-3 vote to a
proposal from the owner of the Minneapolis incinerator to transfer its ownership to a
subsidiary of Gemneral Electric. Under the complicated arrangement, the new owner
essentially would make equity payments into the project required from the current owner,
Blount Inc., in exchange for Blount's tax benefits from the project. Blount would lease
the plant fromthe G.E. subsidiary and operate it. Star Tribune, Minneapolis, MN,
11-4-88. For more information contact Leslie Davis, Earth Protector, 1138 Plymouth

1 Building, Minneapolis, MN 55402, tel '612-375-0202.
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