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Washington area jurisdiction to reject plans to build a large-scale incinerator.!iThe
unanimous vote, though not completely closing the door on incineration in the future,
represented a major defeat for County Executive Parris Glendening. Glendening proposed
a 10-year solid waste plan to burn half of the county's trash in a $146 million
incinerator on Brown Station Road in Largo, recycle up to 35% and bury the rest in
landfills." Malcolm Pirnie, Inc. was awarded the contract by the Prince George's county
in January 1987 to study county trash disposal options. Malcolm Pirnie's study
recommended a 1,500 tpd incinerator.. According to the Position Paper on Incineration,
Recycling and Alternatives, compiled by the Sierra Club Patuxent Group, the Prince
George's Recycling Coalition and the Prince George's Citizens Waste Coalition: '"The
consultant (Malcolm Pirnmie) and Mr. Glendening (County Executive) have misrepresented
expected revenues from the incinerator's generation of electricity. The County
Executive is telling us that the incinerator will pay back 30-407 of its costs through
revenues from the generation of electricity. This claim, based on Malcolm Pirnie's
estimates, is inaccurate and deceptive." The Position Paper states that "an incinerator
and its toxic ash landfill could cost at least $30 million more than just a landfill.
The consultant's (Malcolm Pirnie) untenable assumption inflates the estimates of
electricity revenues and thus disguises the real cost of an incinerator." There are two
parts to the Position Paper. Part one examines economic and environmental costs. Part
two focuses on recycling, alternatives and recommendations. Both reports cost $6 each,
which include postage. Available from either: Sierra Club, PO Box 1597, Laurel,MD
20707, contact Virginia or John Bird; or Prince George's Recycling Coalition, 12600
Hilda Court, Upper Marlboro, MD 20772, contact Wendy or Barry Cohen.

MICHIGAN: JACKSON COUNTY INCINERATOR SHUT DOWN BECAUSE OF ERCESSIVE LEVELS OF LEAD IN
INCINERATOR ASH. The 200 tpd mass-burn Jackson County incinerator went on line in 1987.
It is located on the property of the Southern Michigan State Prison and the incinerator
supplies steam to the prison. According to the MIchigan Department of Natural Resources
(DNR) in Jackson, tests for lead in the ash ranged from 5.8 to 94 ppm. The DNR Director
declared the ash a hazardous waste. The incinerator designed by Black & Veatch, has
acid gas scrubbers and a baghouse, both designed by Research—Cottrell. "With no
solution in sight for ash problems at Jackson County's incinerator, the county Board of
Commissioners voted Tuesday (Nov. 22) to lay off all but two of the facility's

employees as of Dec. 1. Commissioners, saying the state DNR is at least partly
responsible for problems that closed the facility indefinitely Nov. 5, also authorized
the county's lawyers to look into the possibility of forcing the state to pay for
disposing the ash...The facility is closed because tests showed that ash from refuse
burned in the incinerator exceeds safety standards for lead. DNR officials have ruled
that ash must be handled as hazardous waste, which would cost the county more than $1
million a year. Because the incinerator is closed, the Board of Commissioners voted to
lay off 23 incinerator employees...McDevitt and other commissioners argued the lead
standard for incinerator ash is a state requirement that could be waived..." Citizen
Patriot, MI, 11-23-88, front page.’
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