


Towards what ultimate point is society tending by its industrial progress? .
When the progress ceases, in what condition are we to expect that it will leave mankind?
John Stuart Mill, 1857

Now remember, children - no deep breaths after we get to the city.
Anonymous Mother.

What is life?
It is the flash of a firefly in the night.

It is the breath of a buffalo in the winter time.
It is the little shadow which runs across the grass
and loses itself in the sunset.

Crowfoot, 1890

As the fog of amnesia disperses, there is a transformation in your relationship to other
species, and in your commitment to them..."I am protecting the rainforest" developes to
"I am part of the rainforest protecting myself. I am the part of the rainforest
recently emerged into thinking." John Seed, Australian activist.

Viewed from the distance of the Moon, the astonishing thing about the Earth, catching the
breath, is that it is alive...Aloft, floating free beneath the moist, gleaming membrane
of a bright blue sky, is rising Earth, the only exuberant thing in this part of the
cosmos...It has the organized, self-contained look of a live creature, full of
information, marvellously skilled at handling the Sun.

Lives of a Cell by Lewis Thomas, 1974.

And Daddy won't you take me back to
Muhlenberg County,
Down by the Green River
Where Paradise Lay. ‘
Well, I'm sorry my son
But you're too late in asking
Mister Peabody's coal train has
hauled it away.
"Paradise" by John Prine

All truth passes through three stages.
First it is ridiculed.
Second it is violently opposed.
Third it is accepted as being self-evident.
Schopenhauer
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