


NEW YORK: DUTCHESS COUNTY. UNION REPRESENTING INCINERATOR WORKERS AT WESTINGHOUSE-
POUGHKEEPSIE INCINERATOR STAGE PROTEST. The Poughkeepsie 400 tpd mass-burn incinerator
was built by Pittsburgh-based Pennsylvania Engineering Corp. (See Waste Not #11). The
start up was June 1, 1987. The incinerator was beset with chronic mechanical breakdowns
at the same time that Penn. Engineering was facing financial problems due to corporate
mismanagement. The plant was shut down in March 1988. The Dutchess County Resource
Recovery Agency replaced Penn. Engineering with Westinghouse on a short-term contract to
bring the incinerator back on line. The incinerator began burning on October 1, 1988.
"A union seeking to represent workers at the county resource recovery plant Friday
protested what it called unsafe conditions overlooked by plant operators. Members of
Local 30 of the International Union of OPerating Engineers demonstrated for an hour in
a driving snowstorm, claiming that Westinghouse Corp. had both failed to correct unsafe
conditions at the $33 million incinerator. Union members also said the corporation
discouraged workers from alerting appropriate federal authorities...The union local held
the informational picket one week before a scheduled vote seeking to affiliate the 23
mechanics, welders, electricians, crane operators and other technical workers at the
plant in the Town of Poughkeepsie, according to union business agent Jim Gannon. 'The
men have come to us because their complaints have fallen on deaf ears,' Gannon said.
Gannon said plant employees had complained about: *The lack of proper tie-offs while
working on ladders and scaffolds. *The lack of insulation in extremely hot areas.
*Insufficient safety supervision for electricians. *Water leaks occuring near welding
sites. *Excessive dust in the system that handles toxic ash. Plant manager Mike Lindsey
said the Westinghouse safety director, Paul Palmieri, had given the plant a clean bill of
health during a December inspection. '(Palmieri) said this is a safe plant to work in,'
Lindsey said. 'That means the employees have to know how to work safely,'...",
Poughkeepsie Journal, January 6, 1989.

NEW JERSEY: NEWARK COUNCIL APPROVES BAN ON STYROFOAM PACKAGING. Asserting that
chloroflurocarbons pose "an acute and immediate danger to human health, life and the
environment" the Newark City Council approved an ordinance on November 2, 1988, that
would ban the use of styrofoam or other CFC processed-food packing in the city by
September 1989. The ordinance states: "The people and the City of Newark support
international, federal and state bans on all uses of CFC not deemed absolutely essential.
It is the intent of the Council to reduce the amount of CFC-processed products purchased
and used by the City and people of Newark and thereby to reduce the health hazards
created by the manufacture of these products." For a copy of the ordinance send a SASE
to Waste Not.

ARTICLE REPRINT AVAILABLE. Waste Not has received several requests for the Journal of
Hazardous Materials article cited in issue #33, "Lined Landfills: Small flaws can
result in significant leaks." This article is now available from Waste Not. Please
send a SASE.
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