


THEORY	 PRACTICE

The permit applications described the	 The incinerator burns on average 350 tpd
Foster Wheeler incinerator as a 330	 and it has burned as much as 480 tpd.
tpd capacity incinerator.	 If it operated at the "330 tpd capacity"

it would not produce the 115,000 per
hour of steam needed.	 Instead of
producing less steam CREA burns more
waste.

CREA estimated 5,900 to 6,250 BTU's per	 The incinerator is getting approx.
lb/hr in the permit application.	 5,000 BTU's per lb/hr.

In the "Permit to Construct" it was stated	 In 1987 CREA used natural gas quite
that the use of natural gas be confined to 	 liberally.	 In 1988 CREA significantly
start-up and shut-downs.	 cut back on the use of natural gas. 	 As

the incinerator has a single boiler,
CREA has no flexibility or capability to
react to operational problems.	 They
resort to burning gas to maintain the
power while reparing opertional problems
no matter how minor they may be. 	 Even
the smallest problem can force them down
and they use natural gas just to keep
running.	 They cannot afford to shut dowm

Southern California Edison, the electric	 Current cost in southern Calif. is
utility, pays CREA 9 1/2ç to l4ç a	 2 1/2ç per kilowatt hour.	 70% of CREA's
kilowatt hour. revenues come from power subsidies. The

energy payments from power are a
function of how reliable power produc-
tion is.	 CREA gets incentive pay for
producing power continuously and that is
the motivation for them to keep facility
at maximum continuous power, i.e., the
justifications for burning more waste
and for using excess natural gas.

PUG MILL.	 Blends water with fly ash to	 The pug mill never worked properly so
create a slurry so fly ash doesn't fly	 CREA doesn't use it.	 The AQMD has
around.	 The pug mill prevents fugitive	 jurisdiction over the ash handling
dust from spreading throughout the plant. 	 system but their enforcement arm doesn't
According to "Permit to Construct":	 enforce.	 (The state OSHA, which
'Equipment must be properly maintained enforces workplace standards, was dis-

and kept	 banded by the Calif. Governor in 1986.
• in good	 In the Nov. 1988 elections the Calif.

Waste Not 	 ;:#39::' operating	 OSHA was re-established.)	 The AQMD
A publication

Work Old::Waste USA;	 ::.;::::<.`:;;:::; ::'
condition	 spent 3 weeks on dioxin testing in the

a non-profit corporr tion. dedicated to the;:;: ; at all	 summer of 1988. 	 The AQMD parked a white
promottonof sound aeso	 ce ;ii:

management:	 ..PóItY.:::.::.:
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t imes."	 mobil van on CREA's property.	 At the
 end of the 3 weeks the white van was

grey from the settling ash.
Students & Seniors $15

Consultants &
for-preit organizations: $1:

Letters, aarticles and callsfrom the public
welcome::.;;:::;:: For more information on the Commerce incinerator,

contact:
Will Baca

Paul & Ellen Connect, Editors 3439 Casco Court
82 Judson Street Hacinda Heights, CA 91745

Canton, New York 13617
(315)379-9200

Tel:	 818-330-9659

.,., rrt.+...+/nriO.4.,4..,.4 n^nnr 0.14'i ir&Uv

Archived copy from www.AmericanHealthStudies.org Page 78


