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contains low levels of dioxin...Elkins (director of EPA's Office of’ Toxic Substances)
and Silbergeld also said dioxin is only one type of chlorinated organic compound in
bleached paper and paper mill effluents that may be of toxicologic concern...Silbergeld
of EDF testified at the House hearing that bleached paper products are not the only way
people come into contact with dioxin. However, she said, preventing even short-term
exposure to dioxin by developing organisms -including babies wearing disposable diapers—
is critical. Most human exposure to dioxin is through food, she said. The dioxin in
food is believed to come from pesticides contaminated with the toxic chemical,
discharges from chemical manufacturing, and combustion, as well as sludges from paper
mills used on agricultural fields, she said. Janet Hieber, Greenpeace USA's Washington,
DC, representative on toxics, showed the subcommittee examples of food cartons and a
popular brand of disposable diapers, Pampers Ultra, which were made in Sweden with
unbleached paper. 'There's no reason why we (in the US) can't switch to non-bleached
pulp immediately,' Hieber said." Environment Reporter, Current Developments, 12-16-88,
pgs. 1658-1659. Note: While in Sweden, August 1988, the editors of Waste Not found
that paper items such as milk cartons, toilet tissue, paper hand towels, and cup cake
papers, were all made with unbleached paper. The awareness in Sweden of dioxin
contamination in bleached paper products is far ahead of the U.S.

DIOXIN: FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION TO STUDY MILK CARTONS. "The Food and Drug
Administration is scheduled to conduct a special study of milk cartons for a potent
cancer—causing chemical...Contamination by dioxin also poses a potential threat to
consumers of other paper products, including disposable diapers, tampons, coffee
filters, and TV dinners, according to testimony before the health subcommittee of the
House Energy and Commerce Committee. However, there is no immediate cause for

consumer alarm, because the traces of dioxin are barely measurable, Richard Ronk,
director of FDA's Bureau of Food Safety, told the subcommittee. The agency nevertheﬂess
decided to speed up a test originally scheduled for next summer and begin immediate
sampling of milk. The new sense of urgency was prompted by a Canadian study of milk
samples that disclosed disturbingly high levels of dioxin. Scientists fear that, the
dioxin may have moved from the paper cartons into the milk itself. The dioxin is
produced when chlorine is used to bleach wood pulp to make paper products white...If
the Canadian results are duplicated on a wide scale in American milk supplies, the
lifetime risk of cancer would be one in 10,000, a disturbingly high rate. The
government normally regulates and prohibits compounds when the risk is greater than one
in one million, according to subcommittee staff. The FDA has not previously found any
detectable levels of dioxin in its routine testing of milk. Dioxins have not been
detected in diapers, but tests have dlsclosed the presence of furamns, another group of
compounds often found with dioxins." Poughkeepsie Times, NY, 12-9-88.

"NO MARGIN OF SAFETY: A PRELIMINARY REPORT ON DIOXIN POLLUTION AND THE NEED FOR
EMERGENCY ACTION IN THE PULP AND PAPER INDUSTRY" - This excellent report is based on
e . US EPA documents either leaked to Greenpeace or
obtained through the Freedom of Information Act by 1ts
authors. The report, first released in August 1987,;
documents EPA's collusion with dioxin polluters. This
report is invaluable for those concerned with dioxin:
contamination from the paper and pulp industry and for
anyone researching the dioxin issue. Published by
Greenpeace USA, the authors of the report are Carol Van
Strum and Paul E. Merrell. Available from: Greenpeace
Great Lakes Toxic Campaign, 578 Bloor,Street West,
Toronto, Ontario M6G 1K1, Canada. Greenpeace does not
charge for its reports, but a donation of $10 would
help cover expenses for this lengthy and well-
documented report.
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