


facility down..." St. Paul Pioneer Press Dispatch, 4-27-89. For further information
contact Leslie Davis, Earth Protector Inc., 1138 Plymouth Building, Minneapolis MN
55402. Tel: 612-375-0202.

CALIFORNIA: OGDEN MARTIN WANTS ASH FROM 800 TPD MASS-BURN INCINERATOR IN STANISLAUS
COUNTY DECLARED NON-TOXIC. "The owner (Ogden Martin) of Stanislaus County's garbage
burning plant has asked the state to classify the ash produced as non-toxic despite
initial tests that show the ash contains higher than allowable levels of lead. It
would cost Stanislaus residents $7 million a year if the request is denied and the
52,000 tons of ash produced each year at the Crows Landing plant had to be taken to a
special landfill licensed to accept hazardous waste, said Gordon Dewers, county
Environmental Resources Department director...Ogden Martin, which built the plant and
operates it for Stanislaus County and Modesto, has asked the state Department of, Health
Services and the Regional Water Quality Control Board for the variance. If the state
agrees, the ash could be dumped in a regular landfill. But even with the non-hazardous
ash classification the county is banking on, the ash will go to lined and monitored
'monofills' that would prevent any chemical from the ash from leaching into the ground
and perhaps into the groundwater, Dewers said. The monofill is one huge hole - 40 to
50 feet deep and covering 6 1/2 acres - at the Fink Road landfill next to the garbage
plant. That one hole is expected to take five years' worth of ash. Five more will be
dug over the 30-year life of the plant, Dewers said. The garbage plant, the first of
its kind in the San Joaquin Valley and the third in the state, began burning its full
complement of 800 tons a day of garbage last September. Last December, samples of the
remaining ash were tested by two laboratories for toxic materials. The only compound
found in higher than allowable levels was lead. It measured 38 parts per million in a
test that exposed the ash to acid...The state starts to get concerned about ash lead
content when it is higher than 5 parts per million, but in the past has allowed other
waste, like shredded automobile parts and lead-contaminated soil from construction
sites, to be dumped in regular landfills. The county doesn't want to dump the ash in a
regular landfill because it would take up too much room. But a reclassification to a
non-hazardous material would remove the 'stigma' from the hazardous ash, Dewers said...
the state's Solid Waste Management Board (is) a staunch supporter of burning garbage
instead of dumping it in landfills...(Board spokesman, Christopher Peck) acknowledged
it's unlikely more garbage burners will be built in the state in the next five to ten
years because of the public's concern over air emissions and toxic-ash disposal."
Modesto Bee, CA, 2-28-89.

INCINERATORS PRODUCE FEWER JOBS THAN ENVIRONMENTALLY SOUND ALTERNATIVES. "A 1986 study
by the New York State Recycling Forum estimated that recycling 10,000 tons of material
would produce 36 jobs. By contrast, an equivalent amount of landfilling would produce
six jobs, and an incinerator would create about 0.9 jobs per 10,000 tons of burned
trash." (Crai g McDonald_ director of Public Citizen's Congress Watch, Washington, DC)

Newsday, NY, 9-28-88.
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