


siting, designing, developing, and operating 'state-of-the-art fixed base resource
recovery, treatment and disposal facilities' and Conrail's rail network to transport
wastes to the site, the two firms said. Conrail, headquartered in Philadelphia4 and
OHM, based in Findlay, Ohio, will contribute $5 million each to the venture, then said.
Conrail also will provide $100 million in revolving credits and loans for the venture
...The goal of the two companies is 'to establish significant participation in the
solid and hazardous waste resource recovery, treatment and disposal markets,' Stanley
E.C. Hillman, acting chairman of Conrail, and OHM chairman James L. Kirk, said 41 a
joint statement...Combining the technical capabilities of OHM with Conrail's financial
backing and extensive rail network will create a company 'ideally suited' to the waste
disposal venture, Hillman said. In addition to developing new disposal sites, the
venture may acquire existing solid waste disposal facilities that have high standards
of operations and good relations with regulatory agencies and communities, provided
they are convenient to Conrail's transportation network...Conrail, which began slhipping
solid wastes in 1988 from East Coast areas to landfills elsewhere, will consolidate
wastes for the joint venture and transport them to the treatment and disposal sites, it
added. The venture will be managed by a six-member executive board, three each from
Conrail and OHM...Conrail is the largest rail freight carrier in the Northeastern and
Midwestern states and earned $3.4 billion in revenue on 3.3 million carloads of freight
traffic in 1988. OHM had $171 million in 1988 revenue on environmental services to
clients that included the Environmental Protection Agency, state and local governments,
and industry, the announcement said." Environment Reporter, Current Developments,
April 21,1989, page 2627.

EDITORIAL: LET'S NOT BE RAILROADED INTO DUMPING ON THE POOR. As the report on McDowell
County in West Virginia illustrates, the possibility of the rich dumping on the r Il 'oor can
become a growing industry if communities allow it. Waste is the most visible fac i e of
the global environmental crisis. If we are to turn things around in the next decade we
have to get used to the idea that we ALL have to take responsibility for wise resource
use and rational waste management. Both rich and poor alike have to learn to 'uriiake
waste' through the sensible steps of source separation into divisions which facilitate
the reuse of discarded objects and materials. Once this responsibility has been 'taken
rail transport can play a vital role. For large cities where land is scarce the
possibility of railing organic wastes to a compost facility makes eminent sense.
Moreover, the finished compost could be used to enrich land that has been depleted of
its top soil, such as strip-mined areas. For small towns and villages in rural areas,
where the population make-up is below what is considered optimal for cost-effective
recovery of recyclables, a shared rail line could become an invaluable asset. Ash the
biosphere deteriorates before our eyes, every community is being challenged to malice
rational and ethical decisions on how to deal with its waste_and resources. We hppe
that wealthy communities will not shelve their responsibility,on to poorer ones. '', We

must not allow our rail arteries tô be used to poison
the lands of the poor or facilitate the slovenly
habits of the rich. Such a policy would only hasten
the degradation of our shared biosphere.
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