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MERCURY: SEPARATION OF HAZARDOUS MATERIALS IS RECOMMENDED AFTER TESTS AT 
DETROIT'S INCINERATOR FIND MERCURY EMISSIONS 400Z HIGHER THAN PERMIT ALLOWS. "As
reported in the Detroit Free Press on September 22, 1989, the Detroit Resource Recovery
Authority failed to meet its mercury and hydrochloric acid emissions test as required
under the Michigan DNR construction permit. The level of mercury found was 400% higher
than allowed and hydrochloric acid gases were 30% higher. The facility continues to
operate under its temporary construction permit [3,000 tpd] in what is called a 'test
burn' phase...they have been 'test burning' since December,1988...the Madison Heights
incinerator located in Oakland County ran for sixteen years without an operating license
until they were finally shut down in 1988 after many years of citizen protest...Now the
Wayne County Air Pollution Control Division head Al Greenberg is calling for the
separation of all batteries, paints and hazardous materials from the waste stream. He
states we cannot allow the incinerator to become a garbage dump in the sky..."
W.E.A.V.E. Newsletter (Women Empowered Against Violence to the Environment), October
1989/1. Address: P.O. Box 11215, Detroit, MI 48211.

"EPA PROPOSAL TO REGARD 'MATERIALS SEPARATION' AS BACT ALARMS INDUSTRY. Washington,
D.C., waste-to-energy lobbyists are readying for an intensive fall campaign to scale
back a provision of New Source Performance Standards [NSPS] that would consider
'materials separation' to be Best Available Control Technology [BACT]. The U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency proposal, which was recently drafted and forwarded to
the Office of Management and Budget [OMB] for clearance, would 'wreak havoc' on the
waste-to-energy industry, say these officials. The EPA draft, in regarding materials
separation to be BACT under NSPS of the Clean Air Act, would effectively mandate that a
25% materials separation threshold be achieved, and continue to be met, for an
incinerator to receive and keep its operating permit. While the NOvember 30 deadline
EPA faces is only for issuance of proposed NSPS regulations, under law those proposals
will have the effect of being final rules, effective immediately, for all plants that
have not begun construction. 'The EPA scheme is unworkable,' charges Charles Samuels,
an attorney with Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Ferris, Glovsky, and Popeo. 'If adopted as
proposed, it will either put a freeze on projects, or people will drive through the
loopholes.' Samuels notes that though the intent of the provision is to promote
recycling, 'the likely effect will be the opposite' as cities will be forced to landfil
materials that have been separated to meet the NSPS standards. Industry officials
maintain that EPA's attempt to impose a materials handling requirement under the
regulatory framework of the Clean Air Act is 'a manipulation of the regulatory process.
In addition, they fault the Agency's materials separation provision as being inconsis-
tent with the well-publicized EPA decision last spring not to require recycling for
the Spokane waste-to-energy project to receive its PSD permit. Although the EPA draft
is now at OMB, the issue is far from being decided, say industry officials, who plan a
lobbying blitz in the coming month to persuade the Agency of the terrible truth _ and

consequences of its draft, if adopted-. --Industry
officials are supportive of EPA's goal of 25% recyclin
but will contend that greater emphasis must be first
placed on infrastructure for this goal to have a
reasonable chance of being achieved." Waste-To-Energy
Report, October 18, 1989.
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