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MISSISSIPPI: CITIZENS OF PIKE COUNTY UNITE TO DEFEAT MEDICAL WASTE INCINERATOR
PROPOSED BY WASTE MANAGEMENT INC. "Becky Ray knew a new day had come to Pike County
when ladies' clubs and black Muslims joined forces to oppose a proposed medical waste
incinerator. 'We had all walks of life,' said Ray, a member of Citizens for a Clean
Environment, which recently defeated the waste incinerator proposal by WMI Medical
Services of the South...Ray said the unlikely coalition collected more than 9,000
signatures against the incinerator. Although the county has 26,500 registered voters,
only about 14,200 voted in the 1988 presidential election. 'There was finally an issue
that was so much bigger than anything else,' she said. 'Education doesn't generally
worry people without children, but the issue of the air we breathe and the water we
drink allowed us to bring all types of people together. There was also the fact that
some people in the community decided the community was not sophisticated or intelligent
enough to decide for ourselves,' she said. 'They misjudged us,terribly. Our town
leaders misjudged us.' County supervisor Theodore Bullock said the intense opposition
killed the proposal. 'Ninety percent of the county didn't want that thing,' Bullock
said...WMI's plan initially got an enthusiastic reception from local business and
political leaders, who were told the facility would produce $250 million in revenue...
'Everybody supported it because of the revenue it would provide for the county' until
the opposition surfaced, (Supervisor) Marks said. 'It isn't often this many people
will come out against something." Group member Ben Weathersby said the defeat
represented "the first example of people in Pike County forgetting all their political,
philosophical and racial arguments to work together." WMI tiled a permit application
to build the incinerator in June 1989. Another group member Dr. Robbie DeCoux asked
the Pike County Board of Supervisors on November 2nd "to hold a referendum on the
proposal. Five days later, supervisors began to waffle in their support of the plan.
But the board wasn't entirely ready to change: a motion to rescind a July 11 vote
supporting the incinerator was defeated 3-2. On Nov. 8 supervisors voted 4-1 to file
suit to force the state Department of Environmental Quality to withdraw a permit
issued to WMI for a medical waste transfter station at the site of the incinerator.
Supervisors learned about the transfer station, which operates independently of the

proposed incinerator, after the permit was granted. On
Nov. 14, supervisors asked WMI not to build the
incinerator. That vote was seen as the end of the
project, since WMI officials on Nov. 10 said the company
would withdraw from Pike County without public support."
WMI withdrew its permit application on Nov. 18.
The Clarion-Ledger, Jackson, MS, 12-4-89.

VERMONT: STOP PRESS - IN REFERENDUM VOTERS SAY NO TO REVIVE BANKRUPT AND IDLE RUTLAND

INCINERATOR. On December 12, voters from the 25 towns making up the Solid Waste
District, voted against a $19.5 million bond to revive the Rutland incinerator. The
votes: 5,414 NO and 2,870 YES. In a second vote on the December 12th referendum, on
whether to allow a local garbage conglomerate, The Meridian Co., to run the facility,
residents voted 4,876 NO and 2,861 YES. Since the 240 tpd Vicon incinerator in Rutland
went bankrupt in August 1988, the Bank of Japan has been left holding the bonds on
this defunct incinerator (it operated only nine months). The Bank of Japan has
intimated that if residents don't vote for this bond issue they will revive the
incinerator as a medical waste incinerator.

Printed on recycled paper, naturally
Archived copy from www.AmericanHealthStudies.org Page 160


