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country. It is in contact with over 8,000 (no misprint, 8,000) citizens groups around
the country. If you are fighting any kind of incinerator (trash, hazardous, hospital)
or landfill, the first thing to do is to phone CCHW and find out any other group
battling the company in question and the consultants in question. These contacts will
save you hours and hours of time. CCHW also has an excellent newsletter and has
published a set of guides on everything under the sun pertaining to organizing citizens
groups. Address: CCHW, PO Box 926, Arlington, VA 22216. Tel: 703-276-7070.

LEGISLATIVE ACTION: CLEAN WATER ACTION. CCHW does not get involved in legislation,
but Clean Water Action does. They also work closely with a number of other Washington-
based groups who work on legislation and so can be very helpful in knowing where the
pressure points are. Contact: Dr. Henry Cole, Clean Water Action, 317 Pennsylvania
Ave, SE, Washington, DC 20003. Tel: 202-547-1196.

BEATING UP ON PLASTICS. The Environmental Action Foundation published an excellent
book on plastics in 1988 by Jeanne Wirka called "Wrapped in Plastics: The Enviornmen-
tal Case for Reducing Plastics Packaging." This book contains a wealth of background
material on various plastics so that you don't get easily diverted by the first ad from
Amoco or MacDonald's. It is important to know that the plastics industry (i.e., the
oil industry) is putting $36 million into public relations to fight the facts that
plastics are bad for us and bad for our environment. "Wrapped in Plastics" costs $10
for individuals, $20 for government agencies, and $30 for industry, and is available
from the Environmental Action Foundation, 1525 New Hampshire Ave, NW, Washington, DC
20036. Tel: 202-745-4870. Nancy Skinner, a councilwoman from Berkeley, CA, led the
fight to get styrofoam banned there, is working with the "Stop Styro: Clearinghouse
for Plastics and Packaging Reduction". This group has put together an excellent kit
combatting the arguments made by the plastic lobbyists and a rundown on the kind of
tactics they use together with plastic legislation that has been passed in U.S.
communities. Contact: Berkeley Ecology Center, 1403 Addison Street, Berkeley, CA
94702. Tel: 415-548-2220.

COMPOSTING INFORMATION. Composting remains the weakest link in the rational
alternative scenario to trash incinerators and lousy landfills, however, it is getting
stronger by the minute. The incinerator industry argument that incineration
complements recycling falls apart once composting of organic waste is accepted. For
a regular news service and information you cannot do better than subscribe to the
monthly journal Biocycle. It publishes many articles on the problmes and successes of
composting, as well as lots of useful information on vendors of equipment, etc.
Annual subscription is $46 for 10 issues. Address: Box 351, 18 S. 7th Street,
Emmaus, PA 18149.

EDUCATION: RACHEL'S HAZARDOUS WASTE NEWS, a weekly
newsletter that articulates the essence of the problems
and solutions of hazardous waste. This is essential
reading material for every environmental activist.
Edited by Dr. Peter Montague and published by the
Environmental Research Foundation, PO Box 3541,
Princeton, NJ 08543. Subscription rates: $25 for
individuals/citizen groups; $50 for government agencies,
$8 for students and seniors, and $250 for businesses
and professionals.

GREENPEACE. Still the largest and best environmental
group on our planet. If only all large environmental
groups could stick to its principals like Greenpeace
does, perhaps we wouldn't be in the tragic situation
we are in today. Greenpeace continues to thrill us and
we know they won't compromise our environment away for
corporate bucks. Greenpeace Magazine is available for
$20, published 6 times a year, from Greenpeace,
1436 U Street, NW, Washington, DC 20009.
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