


ASH: California is the only state that we know of that has put ihto law that ash from
transformation (incineration) has to be tested once a month and if it tests hazardous
it has to be disposed of in a hazardous waste landfill. In San Marcos the ash issue
has been avoided. There has been no discussion on the siting of the ashfill. There
are no specifics in the documents on ash handling or disposal.

SITING OF INCINERATOR: 1In a small, barren valley that is surrounded by a heavy band of
residential homes. Though the incinerator is sited in San Marcos. the closest residen-
tial areas are in the city of Carlsbad. San Marcos is approx. 20 miles north of San
Diego and six miles from the ocean.

'"WASTE AGE' MAGAZINE FEATURED STORY ON "RARE SITING VICTORY" IN SAN MARCOS: On Sept.
15,1987, residents of San Marcos voted on whether or not to build the incinerator. As
described by public relations consultant to the San Marcos incinerator project, Tom
Sheppard in an article he wrote for the Sept 1988 issue of Waste Age: "...rather than
allowing the opponents to define the terms on which the project would be debated NCRRA
decided it would initiate the election. By doing so the city council was able to draft
a ballot measure that accurately described the project and its benefits..." 1In his
article Tom Sheppard failed to point out the following:

* NCRRA tactics to get the vote concentrated efforts on particular sections of San
Marcos, especially the mobile home park sites. The carrot offered to mobile home
residents was that with the incinerator tax revenues the city would help the residents
to buy their own property. The P.R. team went into mobile home parks and offered

free catered dinners and free open bars (!) to help communicate their message. There
were large turnouts to these events in the mobile home parks.

* Only residents of San Marcos could vote on whether or not to build the incinerator-
even though (1) this will be the county's most expensise public works project; and,

(2) the populations of the four cities abutting the incinerator site are:

San Marcos 30,000; Encinitas 50,000; Carlsbad 60,000; Escondido 95,000. The vast
majority of the residents surrounding the incinerator were not given the opportunity to
vote which coincided with the fact that the cities they lived in were opposed to the
incinerator project.

* California is a state where people can vote by absentee ballot, even if they are not
out-of-town on the date of the vote. Absentee ballots were passed out in the mobile
home parks and people were encouraged to send in their ballots ahead of time. The
Citizens Group says it was the absentee ballots that won the vote:for the incinerator.
The vote was won by approx. 200 votes. NCRRA consultants produced a 12 1/2 minute
video tape that they mailed to some residents, and put copies in the libraries. The
video portrayed incineration as 'the dawn of new age' that would eliminate landfills.
Copies of this video are available from the Citizens Group for $8. Address below.

% Officials in San Marcos told the residents that they expected a very low turnout for
the vote and because of that expectation%hey would only open omne-fourth of the polling
places in the city. The Citizens Group says that most of the opened polling places

- favored the mobile park home areas.

TOM SHEPPARD, author of the Waste Age article, worked
for former County Supervisor, Roger Hedgecock, who voted
on the landfill bid in 1981. Hedgecock was indicted in
Oct. 1984 with a $1.2 million lawsuit for not disclosing
contributions from people affiliated with the firm who
got the bid. Hedgecock was also charged with accepting
money from another non-trash-related scheme. Tom
Sheppard was indicted along with Hedgecock for partici-
pating in Hedgecock's illegal contributions. Sheppard
pleaded guilty and was let off lightly. Sheppard
worked for Hedgecock while he was supervisor and as his
campaign manager when Hedgecock ran for Mayor of San
Diego. Hedgecock was elected Mayor in Nov. 1984 and
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resigned in Dec. 1985 because of the charges against him# ~.



