


EPA HAS KNOWN THAT MERCURY EMISSIONS FROM MUNICIPAL. WASTE INCINERATORS HAS BEEN A MAJOR
PROBLEM SINCE 1975! Mercury sleuth Craig Volland (Spectrum Techmologists) has unearth-
ed an early paper from the EPA (see below) which indicated that as early as 1975 that
-jmercury emissions from trash incineration is a major source of mercury entering the
environment. Now with more incinerators going on line, the problem threatens to be
worse. It is important to note in the tables below that the EPA . projeécted a decrease in
mercury emissions at the same time that they projected a doubling of the amount of trash
to be incineratred or thermally treated. This was based upon the optimistic assumption
that batteries and other objects containing mercury would be removed prior to burning
and that air pollution devices would remove 507 of mercury from the flue gasses. Neither
assumption has become a reality. However, the alarming discrepancy between optimistic
assumptions and disturbing reality has not slowed the EPA in their support of incinera-
tion. The very agency set up to protect the environment is now sanctioning the insidious
build-up of mercury in the foodchains.

The following comes from a U.S. Department of Commerce National Technical Information
Service Report, PB-247 000 (or EPA’560/3—75-007), titled "Materials Balance and
Technology Assessment of Mercury and its compounds on National and Regional Bases,"

published in October 1975.

POWER PLANT MERCURY LOSSES IN THE U.S., 1972
Kilograms -~ page 132

COAL-FIRED POWER PLANTS OIL-FIRED POWER PLANTS NATURAL GAS POWER PLANTS

No. of Mercury No. of Mercury No. of . Mercury
Plants Loss Plants Loss Plants Loss
455 45,249 1,457 8,863 495 3,230

ESTIMATED MERCURY LOSSES TO ENVIRONMENT FROM U.S.
MUNICIPAL SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL, 1973 and 1983
Kilograms — Page 245

Losses to 1973 1983
*% Adr 40,000 24,000°
Water 18,000 6,000
Land 466,000 448,000
Reclamation - 52,000
TOTALS: 530,000 530,000

a. Assuming total amount of mercury in solid waste stream will remain constant, even
though the total quantity of solid waste will increase.

b. Assuming al00Z increase in thermal conversion processes (incineration, pyrolysis,
etc.), all operating with front-end material recovery units and air pollution units

capable of 507 mercury recovery. [our emplhasis] ?

c. Assuming improperly operated landfills and dumps 1o$e
mercury to water at twice the rate of regulated fil}s

*%* [NOTE: THESE LOSSES ASSUME 87 INCINERATION OF U.S. |
WASTE. Ed.]

Page 77 of this report: '"For all seven New York City
incinerators, the mercury emitted to the air could rangé
from 10,000 to 19,000 kg. per year. Our inventory of the
city and adjacent areas indicated that just over 17,000
ke of mercury are emitted to the air from all sources.
Assuming our inventory is reasonably accjrate,
incineration is obviously one of the prime contributors
of emissions to air." [our emphasis, Ed.].
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