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MAINE: PROBLEM-RIDDLED 200 TPD CONSUMAT INCINERATOR TO BE TORN DOWN TO MAKE WAY FOR A
NEW INCINERATOR. Auburn's 200 TPD mass-burn Consumat incinerator went on line in
February 1981 and was finally shut down on February 7, 1990. The 9 year-old incinera-
tor is to be demolished to make room for a new incinerator to be built by the American
Energy Corp. The incinerator was plagued with operational problems from the very
beginning. It had never passed any air emission requirements. There were no pollution
controls on the incinerator for the nine years it operated. At one point the
incinerator which burned 200 tons a day produced 120 tons of ash a day. Consumant were
contracted to operate the incinerator, but as the problems grew, due to a lack of
maintenance at the facility, the City asked Consumat to leave and the City took over
operations. Operations at the facility have since been taken over by the Mid-Maine
Waste Action Corp. (MMWAC), a non-profit entity representing the 12 towns that sent
their-trash to Auburn's incinerator. Initially there were 22 towns sending their trash
- but 10 towns backed out of the agreements over the years because of the unreliability
of incinerator operation and escalating tipping fees. MMWAC signed a $38.5 million
contract with the American Energy Corp. According to local resident Persis Grover
there have been many fires at the incinerator and black smoke was seen hovering over
the plant on several occasions. The demolition of the incinerator will entail the
vacumuning of the ash at the incinerator site. Auburn is located 35 miles north of
Portland, Maine.
Auburn's Ash Landfill: 	 In 1985 the Maine's,, People Alliance requested that the US EPA
collect samples from the site and determine the extent of contamination. A report on
the conclusions of;. EPA's study was reported in the Lewiston Daily Sun, ME, 8-19-86:
"Auburn's controversial ash landfill was given virtually a clean bill of health Monday
by the federal Environmental Protection Agency, despite the detection of seven types of
dioxin. EPA scientists Michael J. Nalipinski told members of City Council during a
special meeting that the agency test results were sent last week to the Centers for
Disease Control in Atlanta and that he learned Monday afternoon that the CDC 'came out
with a statement that there is no threat to the public.' The center did note in its
report, however, that the heavy metal contaminant beryllium was detected 'at a level
of potential public health concern' in three of eight residential wells near the
landfill that were sampled. It said that drinking water standards have not been set
for the element, which occurs sparingly but always in a combination with other metals,
although it has shown to be carcinogenic in laboratory animals. Beryllium was found at
nine parts per billion [ppb] in two of the tap-water samples and at five ppb in the
third, and the center said that studies have indicated that 15 to 20 ppb 'over a life-
time of exposure may be associated with an unacceptable public health risk:' ,, Nalipin-
ski said seven of the 12 isomers, or geometric configurations,of dioxin were detected
but according to the CDC are below the danger level. When asked if the results of
the ash testing were similar to what might be found at a solid-waste landfill, Nalipin-
ski said the center told him, 'What was found was comparable to what you might find in
most garden soil.' Dioxin was found in a second round of testing in April, after the
EPA had conducted a site investigation last August; dioxin was also detected in the
first round but was rejected due to a contamination problem in the lab. Robert Ross,
project manager for NUS Corp., an EPA contractor which did the field testing, said
preliminary studies on both occasions showed that ground water flows away from homes
in the area..."
Attempts to Rehabilitate the Incinerator: The city hired a consultant, John Hayden,
in 1985, to review options for the debt-ridden, troubled incinerator. Hayden'reported
to the City Council: "Your facility is dying,' Hayden said. 'In about a year, that
facility is going to become technically and economically extinct' because it has been
and is being overtaxed with waste and because there never was a preventive maintenance
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program...The condition in which Consumat left the plant, according to Hayden, left a
situation that was 'arguably insurmountable..." Lewiston Daily Sun, 12-19-85.
Discussions went from 1985 to 1988 on rehabilitating the plant, but changed to tearing
down the facility to build a new one. According to David Dixon, director of the state
Department of Enviornmental Protection: "The plant, one of the state's worst energy
recovery centers in terms of environmental and potential public health impact, would
probably be shut down by the agency if rehabilitation plans fell through, Dixon said.
'Right now emissions are basically uncontrolled,' he said. 'It's dismal. It's as bad
as it can be.!- Licensing requirements were less stringent when the plant was opened
and technology to detect many of the pollutants did not exist, Dixon said. The trash
incinerator has never been tested for dioxins, but the test will be required once the
renovation proposed by MMWAC has been completed, Dixon said..." Lewiston Daily Sun,
2-25-88. But the Auburn incinerator burned for another two years before it was shut
down this month. For more information contact: Persis Grover, HCR 33, Box 300,
DAnville, ME 04223. Tel: 207-784-3889. Auburn's ashfill is 1500 feet behind Persis`
back garden.

NEW JERSEY: OCEAN COUNTY FREEHOLDERS SAY NO TO PROPOSED 1,050 TPD MASS-BURN
INCINERATOR. On February 13, 1990, the Freeholders of Ocean County forwarded a
resolution to the N.J. Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) that stated the
county was not going to build an incinerator, but would build a composting facility
instead. This was a dramatic turn-around from county efforts, begun in 1984, to build
a 1,050 tpd mass-burn incinerator. Residents were convinced that Ogden-Martin would
have gotten the bid to build. The turn-around was precipitated by the November 1989
elections when Ocean County residents voted into office two democratic anti-incinerator
Freeholders. The county has five freeholders: before the November election the
Freeholder incinerator vote was 4 for, 1 against. After the election, the Freeholder
incinerator vote was 3 against, 2 for. It was the first time in 90 years that a Repub-
lican didn't get the Freeholder vote in Ocean County. Residents and civic groups
worked together, throughout the county, to vote out of office the most vocal pro-
incinerator freeholder, George Buckwald. And they succeeded. Bumper stickers in the
county read: "Ban Bucky's Burners." (Aside from the incinerator, a co-generation
plant is being considered for the county.) On Labor Day weekend, 1989, small airplanes
trailed the banner: "Keep Ocean County Clean - Dump Buckwald." (Georgle Buckwald was
the N.J. State finance chairman for George Bush's presidential campaign.) A few weeks
before the election Buckwald commented in a TV interview: "Except for a few locals,
there is no opposition to the incinerator." After the election Buckwald commented in
an interview: "The N.J. DEP made us do it." No bonds were issued for the project.
Some of the money spent by the county for the incinerator went to: Gershman, Brickner
& Brattonn, $672,843; Killam Assoc., $48,760; Public Financial Management, $69,664;
New Jersey First, $81250; Holt & Ross, $175,000. Richard Sullivan is the head of N.J.

First consultants. Mr. Sullivan was NJ's first
Commissioner of the NJ DEP. Frank Lawrance of
Envirologic performed the Health Risk Assessment.
According to Jean Burnett of Stop All Incineration Now
(SAIN) the memorable statement from this document was:}
"Children are less at risk than adults." The proposed
incinerator construction costs were estimated at $300
million. The incinerator site was to be in Waretown,
NJ. Clearly, in such a pro-incinerator state as New
Jersey, the strong cooperation between residents
in Ocean County to defeat this proposal was exceptional.
For more information contact: Jean Burgett, SAIN,
715 Chesapeake Drive, Forked River, NJ 08731. Tel:
609-693-8703.

Printed on recycled paper, naturally
Archived copy from www.AmericanHealthStudies.org Page 180




